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MAGE-SL Launches Two-Year UNDEF-Funded Project to Advance Gender-
Inclusive Governance in Sierra Leone
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FREETOWN, Sierra Leone — The Men's Association for Gender Equality Sierra Leone (MAGE-SL) has
launched “Advancing Gender-Inclusive Governance in the Republic of Sierra Leone,” a two-year project
funded by the United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF). Running from August 2026 to July 2028, the
project will work with 125 male district councillors and political leaders and 125 women councillors and
aspiring candidates across five districts: Western Area Rural, Port Loko, Bombali, Tonkoliliand Moyamba,
to break down barriers to women's political participation and build lasting partnerships between male
and female leaders in local governance.

Women's political representation in Sierra Leone has grown in recent years, supported by the Gender
Equality and Women's Empowerment (GEWE) Act, but political leadership remains largely male-dominated:
nationally, women hold just over a third of elected local council seats and an even smaller share of party
executive positions. Discriminatory social norms, unequal access to political networks and resources, and
limited collaboration between male and female leaders continue to restrict women's meaningful
participation in decision-making.

Through the new project, MAGE-SL will deliver a structured programme of gender and leadership training,
mentorship pairing between trained men and women leaders, five district-level dialogue and policy-review
platforms, and a public advocacy campaign combining community radio, television, social media and printed
materials. The approach is built on the Men, Power and Politics model, which engages men as active allies
in advancing women's leadership rather than as bystanders to it.

“Gender equality in politics cannot be achieved by women alone — it requires men in positions of leadership
to actively use their influence to open the door,” said David Tamba Mackieu, Executive Director of MAGE-
SL. “This project brings male councillors and women leaders together as partners, not opponents, and gives
them practical tools and structured support to advocate for gender-inclusive reforms in their own parties
and councils.”

MAGE-SL expresses its sincere appreciation to the United Nations Democracy Fund for its support of this
initiative, and looks forward to working closely with district authorities, political parties, civil society and
community leaders throughout implementation.



About MAGE-SL

The Men's Association for Gender Equality Sierra Leone (MAGE-SL) has over two decades of experience
advancing gender justice and inclusive governance in Sierra Leone, engaging men as allies in promoting
women's leadership and participation at community and government level.

About UNDEF

The United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) is a United Nations trust fund that supports civil society
projects which strengthen democratic governance and the meaningful participation of all groups, including
women, in public and political life worldwide.
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